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Discover the best  
places in town to enjoy  

a fine cigar and 
a good whisky

 



When the smoking ban came into force 
in 2007, many predicted it would have 
a devastating effect on the social lives 
of London’s cigar-lovers. Thankfully, 
many of the capital’s upscale bars and 
members’ clubs have adapted to the 
change. “What we’ve seen in the past 
two or three years is the rise of what we 
call ‘COSAs’ – Comfortable Outdoor 
Smoking Areas.” says Jemma Freeman, 
the sixth generation to run her family 
firm of Hunters & Frankau, the sole 
importers of Cuban cigars to the UK. 
“Cigar-smoking is seen as an intelligent, 
considered pastime,” she adds, “enjoyed 
while relaxing in the company of 
friends, usually over a quality drink.”



Stylish COSAs seem to be popping up all over London right 

now. The Lanesborough, Dukes, Boisdale, the Corinthia, 

Annabel’s, 5 Hertford Street and the Boundary currently 

boast some of the capital’s best outdoor smoking areas, 

alongside that homage to the most famous cigar smoker of 

all, Winston Churchill, at the Churchill Bar & Terrace on 
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Portman Square. Brendan Shorrock presides over its 

humidor: “I like nothing better than to see people sitting 

back relaxing with a cigar and a good whisky,” he says. “With 

a Cohiba Behike BHK 52, I’d recommend a glass of Highland 

Park 18-year-old as the perfect accompaniment.”

And it’s not just London. In Switzerland, the new £200 

million Alpina Gstaad hotel has installed an indoor fumoir 

that’s a true showstopper. A modern take on the famous cigar 
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lounges of Havana, it serves a list of 50 cigars from Cuba 

and the Dominican Republic, accompanied by whisky, rum 

and cognac. Along with the dark wood, warm lighting, red-

silk lampshades and hand-picked contemporary art, for the 

ultimate in comfort, the distressed deep-button leather 

armchairs have a small custom-designed table attached, with 

its own ashtray at arm’s length. Cigar heaven.


