
Christmas Gifts

W
omen’s lives seem to
get busier and busier
— especially at
Christmas. So when
shopping for one, you

can’t go wrong if you focus on helping
her to take time out. It could be a spa
break, it could be a lavishly packaged
beauty product or, as we suggest, it
could be an hour or two with a cloth-
covered classic novel and a cup of
luxurious hot chocolate in the evening.
Help to make her house a sanctuary

with beautiful homeware; or keep her
on the go with a life-changing iPhone
juice pack.
And if she seems to have

everything? A “spendy” designer
handbag never goes amiss.
Juice pack, £69, Mophie
“Sorry, my phone died” are four words
you’ll never hear again once she has a
clever juice pack. As well as offering
protection from scratches, the case has
a concealed battery that the user
simply switches to when her iPhone is
about to run out of charge.
store.apple.com

Leaf bowl, £35, Edge
Interiors specialist The Longest Stay
offers stylish and unusual pieces
sourced from designers all over the
world. This bowl by Zimbabwean
Garth Williams, made of nickel-plated
aluminum “leaves”, could be used as
an ornament or a serving dish.
thelongeststay.com

Gelato and ice cream professional,
£250, Cuisinart
Some kitchen appliances make
unwelcome gifts; this isn’t one of them.
Cuisinart’s quietest model yet, it offers
a choice of paddles so she can whip up
either rich, chewy ice cream or soft,
flavourful gelato in no time.
cuisinart.co.uk
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Fair Isle stripe onesie, £49, John Lewis
In 2013, you’re no-one unless you have
got a onesie. But let’s be honest, the
animal suits have been done to death.
This navy blue cotton-knit version
from John Lewis has an Alpine feel
that’s just ironic enough.
johnlewis.com
Crystal teardrop earrings, £250, Mawi
Colourful crystals make this a designer
gift with the “ooh” factor.
gift-library.com
Clothbound classics, £14.99, Penguin
The antidote to Kindle culture: pretty
patterned books designed by Coralie
Bickford-Smith make titles such as
Emma and Oliver Twist design classics
as well as literary ones.
penguinclassics.co.uk
Butterfly bloom sandwich tray, £50,
Wedgwood
Keep the spirit of The Great British

Bake Off alive with a fine bone china
serving plate in gold, pinks and greens.
wedgwood.co.uk
Chocolat Charbonnel drinking
chocolate, £4.99 for 300g
A wintry indulgence for chocoholics,
from Charbonnel et Walker, the
chocolate suppliers to the Queen. If
you’ve got more than a fiver to spare,
you could splurge on their Marc de
Champagne chocolate truffles (£9.99).
lakeland.co.uk
Two-tone watch, £125, Skagen
The Danish watch brand is known for
simple, elegant pieces such as this
mesh-strapped silver-and-gold style.

watchstation.co.uk
Piccadilly mug, £10, Cath

Kidston
Buses and taxis replace the
usual spriggy flowers in
this limited-edition print to
celebrate a new flagship
London store on (you’ve
guessed it) Piccadilly.
cathkidston.com
The Post Bag, £2,200,
Asprey
Whether or not she
really needs it, this
handbag is something
the woman in your life
will love. It is capacious
enough to hold her
iPad, make-up
bag, keys, etc, and is
made of thick nubuck
leather, making it
sturdy and satisfying
to handle. And it

comes in a striking shade
of this season’s ultimate
colour, pink.
asprey.com
EMMA BARTLEY

The savvy shopper knows the
best things also give a glow to the
maker. When buying, plump for
something handmade and
crafted with care.
Homewares have the

advantage of being useful as
well as pretty, but there is no
need to follow the herd into
the mass-produced when there are
unique, home-grown talents around
such as Lindsey Lang. A rising star of
the design world, Lang’s range of
cookware, tea towels, tiles, coasters
and cushions, above, go beyond
the functional to be colourful,
graphic works of art.
lindseylang.co.uk
Much is proudly produced

in the UK, but the new
Arc Collection of cushions
and rugs is hand-tufted by
artisans in India, helping
the fight against child
labour and supporting
weavers’ families.

From £19 to £299.
made.com/collection/
arc-collection
One of the most

respected names in the
beauty business is Ila,
famed in high-end spas
across the world for
quality ingredients
“beyond organic”,
produced in exemplary
working conditions. Its
Luxury Essentials
Collection of hair and
body products is a steal
at £26, or a blissful spa
treatment makes a

heavenly gift. From £70.
ila-spa.com
There is a huge range of

gifts to be found at
Dartington Hall in Devon.
All the Dartington Trust’s
shops go to supporting its
uber-cool mix of
sustainability, social justice and
the arts. Pick up a hamper of
festive treats, £40-£70, also
available online.
dartington.org

Looking for the wow factor?
The New Craftsmen has a
delectable online collection,
from a Fair Isle fisherman’s
hat (£90), above, to the
Brodgar Straw Back Chair
(£2,250), left. The maker,
Kevin Gauld, grows oats in
Orkney to create the back.

thenewcraftsmen.myshopify.com
LAURA IVILL

From a fisherman’s woolly hat to a chair
made from oats

Clockwise, from far
left: clothbound
classics, Asprey post
bag, crystal earrings,
leaf bowl, Fair Isle
onesie, Cath Kidston
Piccadilly mug
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